
                     APPARTS Strategy for Analyzing Primary Sources

Purpose: To assist students with analyze artifacts i.e. documents, photographs, artwork, music, political cartoons, graphs, charts, etc. in order to understand complex issues, particular time periods, topics, events, etc. and to distinguish among multiple causation and perspectives.

	APPARTS

	Author
	Who created the source?  What do you know about the author?  What is the author's point of view?

	Place and Time
	Where and when was the source produced?  How might this affect the meaning of the source?

	Prior Knowledge
	Beyond information about the author and the context of its creation, what do you already know that would help you further understand the source?  What else was going on? What other historical events are connected to this?

	Audience
	For whom was the source created and how might this affect the reliability of the source?

	Reason
	Why was this source produced at the time it was produced?

	The Main Idea
	What point is the source trying to convey [make]?

	Significance
	Why is the source important to us as researchers?  
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